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Program Development Director Dr. Jennifer 
Foster speaks about the new DMACC at Perry 
VanKirk Career Academy at a special reception 
held at the nearby Hotel Pattee to thank 
community members for their support of the  
new facility.
DMACC President Rob Denson (left) presents 
a plaque to Pete and Joyce VanKirk and 
Progressive Foundry for their $250,000 
contribution to the Career Academy in Perry.  
Because of the donation, the facility has been 
named the DMACC at Perry VanKirk Career 
Academy in their honor.
April Dameron, a DMACC Advisor, talks to Carlos 
Vargas of Perry about taking classes in the new 
DMACC at Perry VanKirk Career Academy. The 
new educational facility will offer more than 40 
credit classes from 23 program areas including 
Accounting, English, History and Welding. Fall 
classes start Aug. 25.
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DMACC AT PERRY VANKIRK CAREER  
ACADEMY DEDICATION
Dr. Jennifer Foster
(L to R) President Rob Denson, Pete and Joyce VanKirk
April Dameron (left) and Carlos Vargas
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Two-year-old Ty Sexton, son of Sarah and Beau Sexton of Ankeny, 
waves his streamers at the Fourth of July parade presented by the 
DMACC Child Development Center on the DMACC Ankeny Campus. 
Three-year-old Kate Grove, daughter of Christa and Steve Grove 
of Ankeny, excitedly hugs her grandfather Dave Kissinger after 
participating in the Fourth of July parade. 
Upcoming Events
July 18
Pool Day, 1 to 3 p.m.,  
Pella Aquatic Center.
July 23
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DMACC Advisor Daron Harris explains the 
enrollment process to Jonathan Rangel of Perry. 
They are sitting in one of the new high-tech 
DMACC at Perry classrooms. The facility will 
offer career and technical classes to high school 
students and credit classes for those pursuing a 
college degree.  
Jonathan Rangel (left) and Daron Harris
DMACC AT PERRY VANKIRK CAREER  
ACADEMY DEDICATION, CONT.
FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION  
ON THE ANKENY CAMPUS
Ty Sexton
Kate Grove (left)  
and Dave Kissinger
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Adaya Norrell, daughter of Natalie and Breck Norrell of Ankeny, 
smiles at the crowd as she rides her bike in the DMACC Child 
Development Center parade.
Three-year-old Chloe Fousek, daughter of Judy and Evan Fousek of 
Des Moines, rides her bike and waves her streamer in the Fourth of 
July parade. The DMACC Child Development Center students took 
part in a parade around the DMACC Ankeny Campus. 
FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION  
ON THE ANKENY CAMPUS, CONT. 
Chloe Fousek
Adaya Norrell
URBAN CAMPUS STUDENT PLACES THIRD IN NATION
DMACC Urban Campus student Bill Little (center) 
holds the plaque he received for finishing in third 
place at the Phi Beta Lambda (PBL) National 
Leadership Conference recently held in Orlando.  
Little placed third in the Human Resource 
Management category. Congratulating Little are 
DMACC Urban Campus Business Instructors  
and PBL Advisors Dan Hilgers (left) and  
Dr. Joe Hanson.   
(L to R) Dan Hilgers, Bill Little and Dr. Joe Hanson
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Richard Rebouche, a first-year DMACC student from Des Moines, 
and Trevor Goding, a second-year DMACC student from Ames, 
play a round of mini golf at DMACC’s Ankeny Campus. The campus 
was having a day of free sno-cones and outdoor games  
for students.
Stacy and Peter Follmer, children of DMACC System Integration 
employee Paul Follmer from Ankeny, enjoy their free cotton  
candy-flavored sno-cones at DMACC’s Ankeny Campus. 
Taber Jamison, a second-year DMACC student from Ankeny, has his 
second free sno-cone between classes. 
Lori Card, a DMACC Academic Advisor, and Jill 
Ryan, a DMACC Information Specialist, take 
a break from work to cool off with their free 
strawberry sno-cones at the Ankeny Campus. 
OUTDOOR GAMES AND FREE SNO-CONES 
Stacy (left) and Peter Follmer
Taber Jamison
Lori Card (left) and Jill Ryan
Richard Rebouche (left)  
and Trevor Goding
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DMACC hosted the Fifth Annual Mid-American 
Wine Competition, July 8–10 on the DMACC 
Ankeny Campus. Judges Glenn Bardgett (left) 
and Chief Judge Doug Frost focus on their 
responsibilities during the food–wine pairing 
portion of the competition.
Judge Penny Fitzgerald (photo on right) smells 
a wine prior to tasting it, while judge Stephen 
Volkmer-Jones (photo below) savors a wine 
during the Mid-American Wine Competition. The 
judges awarded a total of 394 medals. More than 
538 wines were entered by 82 different wineries 
representing 15 states. The judges awarded the 
Dr. Dick Peterson Award to the Riesling from the 
Ackerman Winery of South Amana. The Peterson 
Award is bestowed on the wine judged as the 
best wine in the state of Iowa.
Volunteers Tonya Wheeler (left) and Kathy Arndt pour wine for 
another wine flight during the Mid-American Wine Competition. 
DMACC HOSTS MID-AMERICAN WINE COMPETITION
Penny Fitzgerald
Glenn Bardgett (left) and Doug Frost
Tonya Wheeler (left) and Kathy Arndt
Stephen Volkmer-Jones
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Gregory Thomas is the new Associate Provost at the DMACC Urban 
Campus. He can be reached at 515-697-7761. He has degrees from 
Weatherford College in Texas, Hillsborough Community College in 
Florida and City University of New York.




Assistant Registrar, Ankeny Campus 
Application Deadline: July 18, 2011
If interested in the above position, please visit this  
DMACC website: http://jobs.dmacc.edu. 
Gregory Thomas
FOR SALE
Drill Press w/work light, variable speed, laser guide, $100
Rigid Heavy-Duty 10" Portable Table Saw with folding  
2-wheel work stand/dust bag, multiple blades, inserts, 
feather boards, 3 work supports, 3 work push handles, $500
Precision Incra Miter Gauge with telescopic fence, $90
Freud Dado 8" Blade Set, $70 
All of the items are like new. Please contact Renee at 515-964-6491 or 515-965-2345.
FOR SALE
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PIONEERS CONNECTION
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR EVERY DAY OF GARAGE SALE
AUGUST 10–17 Setup Days
AUGUST 18–20 SALE DAYS
The biggest fundraising event of the Pioneer Group is the Garage 
Sale and we need your help. We have changed the way in which 
we organize the event and will be starting to set up, organize and 
price items in the Automotive Lab on Wed., August 10, through  
Wed., August 17.  
The August Pioneer meeting on Thur., August 11, will be a working lunch held in the Automotive Lab 
and we hope everyone will sign up to come out and help. We need you to come for one of the setup 
sessions from 8 to 11:30 a.m. or 12:30 to 4 p.m. We will have lunch for those who are coming to help. 
Please do call in your reservations and volunteer for a time slot. Call Marsha Johnson at home at 515-
964-3824 or cell at 515-979-5047 to volunteer.  
THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT EVENT OF OUR YEAR
If you still have items to donate for the sale, call Harlan Giese at home at 515-965-8647 or cell at  
515-240-3162 to arrange for a pickup of your generous donations. 
NOTHING ACCEPTED AFTER FRI., JULY 29
FINAL NOTES:
Thanks to those of you who are going to help with the Garage Sale. It takes an Army of Pioneers 
to make this event successful. We will have work-study help to lift and carry heavy items. Hy-Vee 
is loaning us some grocery carts to load and deliver items to their places in the building. We don’t 
expect anyone to perform herculean tasks. The more volunteers we have, the lighter the load. 
PIONEER PRESIDENT, Dee Johnson 
